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such desperate acts as the march through Belgium, the
conception of "total warfare/* and finally the "lightning
war," conducted with the utmost brutality.

"Not a soul among us/9 my friend declared, "ever
dreamed of world hegemony; we were much too sober-
minded. Put any member of the French General Staff in
our situation, and he will arrive at the same ideas! Defensive
thiough offensive operations! What these men were after
was nothing more than security for Germany. They had
to make their plans for the defence of Germany, and a
war on two fronts absolutely required a swift decision on
one front, to enable us to hold out on the other."

Schlieffen would have refused to launch an offensive
against Russia. He would have occupied strategic key
positions and allowed the Russians to attack. Under his
Plan the factor of time would have been allowed to operate
on the Eastern front, instead of entering into a struggle with
the factor of space*

These remarks, which have remained in my memory
from a number of conversations, seem to me to help to
explain the present German-Russian campaign. One of the
elements that prompted it is the fear of the growing menace
of Russia's superior power. The other is the opinion held by
a section of the German General Staff that they now have a
tactical method, and weapons of proved value, which offer
prospects of success, in spite of Schlieffen's ideas, in an
attack on Russia. With the new technique and the new
tactics it has been possible to rob the factors of time and
space of their fundamental importance.

The German General Staff has long abandoned its old
theoretical principles. It has not only become a sort of
engineering office, but has received into its arsenals ideas
and weapons that have come from alien sources* I remember
a high officer saying to me once, in the early days of'the
Nazi regime, that the task of the moment for the military
leaders was the assimilation of the operative ideas and the
revolutionary tactics of the Soviet Union, just as in Napo-
leon's day the Prussian army adopted the revolutionary
tactics of that time.
, We had been talking of the way the Prussian and Gern*an